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The PREFACE. 


| HE Deſign of the following Syſtem 

: is of ſo excellent and inftreſting a 
Nature -to Mankind in general, as 

may very well, methinks, beſpeak the Curioſity 
and Attention of every Reader. That for 
ſuch a long Series of Years, War with all its 
unhappy Attendants, ſhould have been as it 
were intail'd upon Europe, and Man thro' 
the Ambition of Princes thus made a Prey and 
Sacrifice to Man, ſeems to me not quite fo 
ſurprizing, as that there hath been hitherto 
no effectual Remedy contrived, nor applied to 
ſo deſperate and inveterate an Evil. The Ca- 
lamities of War are ſo very dreadful, and have 
been ſo very ſenſibly felt all over Europe, but 
more eſpecially in thoſe Provinces that have 
been unhappily the Seat thereof, as no Man 
of any Reflexion and Humanity, at the Sight 
of ſo melancholy a Scene, can help feeling a 
Sympathy and Commiſeration for his Fellow 
Creatures, nor forbear grieving to ſee the 
World fo miſerably conſtituted with regard to 
his own Species. For all other Animals ſeem 
to have ſome ſort of Concern for the Conſer- 
vation of their own Kind, Man alone induſ- 
A 2 triouſly 
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triouſly ſeeks for Man's Deſtruction. Hence 
wicked Politicians and Courtiers are apt to fa- 
vour the ambitions and pernicious Views of 
Princes, by promoting for iniquitous Ends the 
Deſtiuction and Butchery of Men's Bodies, 
and quieting their Conſciences afterwards by 
endeavouring to reprefent it as a neceſſary 
Evacuation, or (to make uſe of the French 
Phraſe) a Political Bleeding. But as all Me- 
thods hitherto purſued, have been found by 
a conſtant Experience to be quite inſufficient 
for the Attainment of ſo noble an End, as a 
ſolid and laſting Tranquillity ; the ingenious 
Author of the following Eſſay has been there- 
fore induced to endeavour to trace out a Plan, 
which if properly executed, might more ef- 
fectually contribute to heal the Wounds of 
bleeding Europe, Whether or no in this uſe- 
ful Reſearch he has hit his Mark, I will not 
take upon me to determine; but this I think 
evident and undeniable, that the glorious End 
he aims at is of fo important a Conſequence, 
as to recommend an impartial Examination of 
his Syſtem. Herein he propoſeth nothing that 
can prejudice the Rights of any Nation, but 
on the contrary, the main Purpoſe of his 
Scheme is to ſecure the Peace and Tranquillity 
of all Governt1ents, as by their reſpective 
Laws eſtabliſhed. I cannot therefore help 
being of Opinion, that were the preſent Plan 
laid before the ſeveral Miniſters at the next 
general Congreſs, it would meet with their 
Approbation and Acceptance; as it has already 
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tecommended itſelf to the Favour of that great 
prince and Patriot, his Electoral Highneſs of 
Mentz, to whom as Director of the Electoral 
College it was firſt offered by the Author. 
But as ſince that time the late Peace of Dreſ- 
den has in all Probability put an End to the 
Domeſtic Troubles of Germany, and by 
ſtifling the French Intereſt in the Empire, 
given a Check to the deſtructive and incendiary 
Projects of the Houſe of Bourbon ; perhaps 
the Time is now approaching, wherein Over- 
tures will be made of a general Peace, and 
{ome Proſpect afforded us of ſeeing this dread- 
ful Combuſtion of Europe extinguiſhed. In 
order therefore to obtain not only an honour- 
able Peace, but likewiſe a Security for its 
Durability, I have thought proper to publiſh 
this preſent Syſtem in our Language, that 
thoſe, who have the Direction of our public 
| Concerns here, may have an Opportunity of 
re-examining it, and of giving it what Im- 
provements its Nature is ſuſceptible of. The 
firſt and fundamental Article of this Syſtem, 
contiſting in the Maintenance and Support of 
each Nation in its reſpective Rights and Form 
of Government, nothing can be imagin'd more 
conducive to the Welfare of Europe, and the 
Preſervation of an uninterrupted Tranquillity, 


than the ſtrict Obſervance and Execution f | 


the ſaid Article. For indeed if by a general 
Union this one Effect can be obtained and 
lecured, we ſhall not fo eaſily be in Dan- 
der of ſeeing ſuch frivolous Pretexts trumped 


up 
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up upon all Occaſions, as hath been the Practice 
of later Ages, for diſturbing the Repoſe of 
Mankind. France then, who has been hi- 
therto ſo active and reſtleſs in invading and 
infringing the Rights and Liberties of Europe, 
would be abſolutely compell'd to keep within 
her own Boundaries, without endeavouring | 
ambitiouſly to overturn her Neighbour's Con- 
ſtitution or Government, What a hleſſin 
would it be then for Europe, to behold the 
ſeveral States therein comprized, cloſcly united 
by the ſtricteſt Ties of Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip, and the Intereſt of ſo many different 
Powers made ſubſervient to the one great De- 
ſign of the public Preſervation ? Then indeed 
we might comfort ourſelves with the Hopes 
of ſeeing the Golden Age renewed, and the 
Proſpect of a laſting Happineſs tranſmitted to 
Poſterity, by the Reſtoration cf private as 
well as public Peace and Harmony, lei- 
ſings fo invaluable and dear to Mankind, as 
no Price can be too large for their Purchaſe; 
nor no Puniſhment too ſevere for thoſe, who 
would be ſo enormouſly barbarous as to be- 
reave us of the Enjoyment of them. 

Had the preſent rebellious Diſturbers of our 
Repoſe attended to theſe excellent Truths, they 
would not perhaps have taken ſuch long 
Strides to invade and inſlave us, nor have 
joined in ſo deteſtable a Deſign with the pro- 
feſſed and inveterate Enemies of the Happinels 
of this Nation. But what cannot Men attempt 


upon falſe and miſtaken Principles? my . 
| the 
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they are, (at leaſt a great part of them) toge- 
ther with their inſolent Leader, in a Commu- 
nion, whoſe Principles are levelled at our De- 
ſtruction, and evidently incompatible with our 
Happineſs, no wonder they have embraced the 
Opportunity, which unhappily offer'd, of ſhew- 
ing us the dreadful Effects of their perni- 
cious and deteſtable Errors. I own it 1s 
but what we could naturally expect from a 
wild Set of Men, who are known to be mere 
Enthuſiaſts in Religion and Politics, train'd 
up in the groſſeſt of Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion, and taught from their Infancy to look 
upon their Popiſh Idol, as a Perſon by divine, 
indefeaſible, and hereditary Right intitled to 


the Government of theſe Realms. To unde- 


ceive theſe unhappy Men, and all their private 
Abettors, would certainly be a very ſerviceable 
Piece of Work to the Nation, whoſe Repoſe 
has ſo frequently been diſturbed by this de- 
luded Multitude. It might be an eaſy Mat- 
ter, methinks, to let them into the Nature of 
our Conſtitution, and to demonſtrate to them, 
that ours is a limited Government ; that a 
Prince by Tyranny and a Subverſion of the 
Laws, forfeits his Right to the Crown, and in 
Conſequence thereof can be depoſed, as hath 
often happen'd ; that the Parliament hath a 
Right of limiting and declaring the Succeſſion, 
as it is evident from the Hiſtory of England, 
and the Practice of Parliaments in former 
Reigns; that the Revolution, built upon theſe 
Principles, was a juſt and neceſſary Meaſure; 

| that 
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that even in France, tho' an arbitrary Govern. 
ment, the Succeſſion 1s limited to Papiſts only, 
as the Caſe of Henry IV. fully proveth ; like- 
wiſe in Poland none but Papiſts are admitted 
to the Crown, which was the Reaſon that the 
late King Auguſtus chang'd his Religion; that 
the ſame Law alſo prevails in the Empire with 
regard to the Imperial Crown ; as alſo a like Law 
in Sweden, which appeareth from the Caſe of 
King Sigiſinund, who was dethroned for being 
a Papiſt, and the Crown given to his Uncle 
Charles; that of courſe England hath an e- 
qual, and even a ſtronger Right to inſiſt upon 
their Princes being of the National Religion. 
All this, I ſay, might be no difficult Matter to 
demonſtrate to them, and if properly effected, 
might contribute very much to eradicate en- 
tirely the Seeds of Rebellion. But I am afraid 
they are deaf to all Argument, and hardened 
in their Errors, fince ſo many excellent Eflays 
in Defence of our Conſtitution, which have 
been publiſh'd in order to diſabuſe them, have 
hitherto prov'd fruitleſs and ineffectual. If fo, 
we muſt leave them to the Hands of Provi- 
dence, either to change their Hearts, and con- 
vert them from their wicked and pernicious 
Ways, or to puniſh them for their Obſtinacy, 
by the victorious and avenging Arm of his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, who 
by his indefatigable Diligence in defeating and 
purſuing theſe our deſperate Enemies, may Ve- 
ry juſtly claim the Title of our ſecond Deliver- 


er, of his Name, from Popery and evey: 
or 
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For that Popery and Slavery would have been 
the Portion we mnſt have expected, had the 
preſent unnatural Rebellion met with Succeſs, 
ſeems to me quite evident; and may be till 
further evinced, to the Conviction of all im- 
partial Judges, by the few following Remarks 
which I ſhall offer on this critical Occaſion. 


1. In the firſt place, whoſoever is acquaint- | 


ed with the Spirit of the Romz/b Church, can 
hardly queſtion, but that the introducing of a 
Popiſh Pretender would be attended with a 


violent Inclination, and a reſtleſs Endeavour of 


him and his Party, to reſtore the Popiſh Reli- 
gion, and conſequently to bereave us of what 
is moſt dear and valuable in Life. What 
a Concern would it then be to every zealous 
Proteſtant, to ſee the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, for the Preſervation of which our 
Anceſtors have made ſuch glorious Struggles, 


to the very ſealing it by their Blood, under the 


Popiſh Reigns of Henry VIII, and his Daugh- 


ter Mary, once more in Danger of being ſub- 
verted, to make room for the Reſtoration of 
Superſtition and Idolatry ! Who, that wiſhes 
well to the Reform'd Religion, could help 
ſhuddering at the Thoughts of being oblig'd 
to behold our Temples, now Sacred by the 
Beauty and Order of the true Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, again perverted and proſtituted to the de- 
teſtable Uſes of Superſtition ? Methinks I al- 
ready eſpy thoſe Enemies of our Religion, pre- 
par'd with a diabolical Fury to devour and 


lwallow us, and ready with their Brooms (as 
B in 
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in the Time of the Spaniſh Armada) to ſweep 
away Hereſy, and with it us poor Heretics, 
from the Face of the Earth. Methinks I ſee 
them preparing to import all their Fopperies 
and ridiculous Devotions, their Reliques, their 
holy Water, their Salt, their Spittle, their bleſ- 
ling of Bells, Drums, Colours, &c. their Beads, 
their Flagellations, their Fiſh-Days, their Pil- 
orimages, their Nunneries, and other ſuchlike 
Practices borrow'd from Pagan Antiquity, in 


order to enforce the Reception of ſuch Tinft! 


Ware upon the Profeſſors of primitive Chriſtia- 
nity “. I ſay, enforce them; for is it to be 
imagined, that we ſhould meet with a better 
Treatment from this bigotted Adventurer, tu- 
toured and ſupported by the natural and 
inveterate Enemy of this Nation and of the 
Proteſtant Religion, than our Forefathers have 
met with under the bloody and tyrannical 
Reigns of former Popith Princes? Wit- 
nels the barbarous Perſecution of the Pro- 
teſtants under King Henry VIII, and the Fire 
and Faggots of Queen Mary. Such were the 
Weapons or Inſtruments of Error for procuring 
Protelytes in the Days of the Pagan Emperors, 
and fuch are thoſe, which in later Ages have 
been adopted by their Popith Imitators. A far 
different Method from that uſed by the firſt 
Propazators of Chrittianity, whoſe ſole Re- 
courſe was to Predication and Argument, and 
the Menaces ef a future Judgment. 
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And indeed Truth ſtands in no need of for- 


cible Methods to recommend it; 'tis ſufficient 
to put it in a proper Light, and it muſt inevi- 
tably command the Aſſent of the Underſtand- 
ing. But eſpecially the Truths of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, when in their native Simplicity 
of Dreſs, and diveſted of all foppiſn Fringes of 
Superſtition, are of ſo beautiful and engaging 
a nature, as (to make uſe of Plato's Expreſſion 
on a ſimilar Subject) could they be ſeen with 
mortal Eye, would force the Love and Admi- 
ration of Mankind. It would be too tedious 
aWork here, to enlarge upon the unhappy Et- 
fects of the Popiſh Depravations of this beauti-. 
ful Syſtem of Worſhip. As in the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, whereby the very Foundati- 
on of the Chriſtian Religion is ſubverted ; which 
Religion, as it is ſupported by the invincible Argu- 
ment of Miracles, fo this very Argument muſt 
depend upon the Report of the Senſes, whoſe 
Teſtimony Tranſubſtantiation calls into Que- 
ſtion, As in their Image-Worſhip, which is 
a manifeſt Derogation to an infinite and inviſi- 
ble Being, whoſe incomprehenſible Majeſty 
cannot be idea'd by any human Repreſenta- 
tion: And yet, for the fake of this ſhameful 
Practice (which is a Scandal to the very Fews, 


who call their Churches, Houſes of Idols) they 


have been fo impudent as to ſtrike out of their 
Catechiſms one of the ten Commandments, 
which expreſsly forbids the Worſhip of Images. 
As in the Sacrifice of the Maſs, which renders 
Chriſt's Prieſtly Office inſufficient, and where- 
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by they blaſphemouſly pretend to add 7o the 
Merit of that one Offering for Sin (a), which 
Chriſt made on the Croſs, As in the Invocation 
of Saints and Angels, to the Diſparagement of 
the Mediation of Chriſt. As in the ridiculous 
Legends of Saints Miracles, to the depreciating 
of the wonderful Signs wrought by our Saviour : 
Thus we have heard one of their Writers ven- 
turing blaſphemouſly to aſſert, hat Chrift did 
nothing which $f. Francis did not do, yea, that 
he did more than Chriſt himſelf (b). As in their 
undervaluing the Scriptures, and making them 
depend, as well as all Revelation, upon the 
Authority of the Church; and ſetting up their 
human Traditions upon an equal footing of 
Authority and Reſpect with the Word of God, 
As in their performing divine Service in an un- 
known Tongue, contrary to the expreſs Ordi- 
nance of the Apoſtle (c), the evident Practice 
of primitive Chriſtianity, and the very Nature 
and Deſign of public Worſhip, which is, to 
edify and inſtruct the Vulgar. As in the ſhame- 
leſs Impudence of their public Cenſors and In- 
quiſitors, in corrupting the Scriptures, Coun- 
cils, and Fathers, to make them chime with 
their own Opinions, as may be ſeen at large in 
an excellent Work (d) publiſh'd upon that 
Subject, Which recalls to my Mind the Mo- 
tive that Boxhornius, Profeſſor of Divinity at 
Lovain, gives of his Converſion to the Proteſ- 
tant Religion, viz. (e) That having been employ'd 
by the Inquiſitors to expunge [ix hundred p af- 
ages 
(a) Heb. ix. (5) Lib. Confor. fol. 1146. (c) 1 Col. 


xiv. 28. (d) Roman Forgeries, Lond, 167 3. (0 Hen. 
Boxhorn, de Euch. lib. 3. 
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ſages of the ancient Writers, which ſeemed 10 


condemn ſome particular Errors of the Romiſh 
Church, he was thereupon diſturbed in his 
Mind, and ſorely diſquieted with Scruples, ſo 
as to eccaſion his turning Proteſtant, and re- 
nouncing a Religion, which could not maintain 
itſelf without having Recourſe to ſuch mean and 
perfidious Impoſtures. And yet this is the Re- 
ligion thoſe wild deſperate Enthuſiaſts would 
fain impoſe upon us, ſhould their wicked 
Attempts (which God forbid) be crowned with 
Succeſs, and we to fall a Victim to their ſu- 
perſtitious Fury. . 

Secondly, The Loſs of our Religion muſt 
naturally be attended by the Deprivation of 
our Liberties, and of all the Rights and Pri- 
vileges inherent to our excellent Conſtitution. 
The Experience this Nation hath ſo frequently 
had of the arbitrary Inclinations and Mea- 
ſures of her Princes of the Houſe of Stuarts, 
is ſufficient to deter us from ever ſubmitting 
our Liberties to another Tryal under a pre- 
tended Deſcendant from that abjured Family. 
The tyrannical Proceedings of the late King 
James the Second, his arrogating a Power to 
diſpenſe with the Laws of the Realm, and his 
trampling under Foot the Fences of our Rights 
and Liberties, are but a Trifle to what we 
muſt expect, ſnould we ever be ſo unhappy as 
to be brought under the Voke of this young 
infolent Invader: For after all King James, 
bad as he was, had ſtill ſome Engliſb Blood 
in his Veins; and tho' his pernicious Meaſures 
led him into the deteſtable Alliance of our 


hereditary 
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hereditary Enemies the French, yet perhaps he 
might have had ſome ſmall Share of Honour 
or Shame left, not to precipitate Matters ſo 
far, as to reduce this Kingdom to the State of 
a Province to the Houſe of Bourbon. I ſay, 
perhaps; tho' indeed, whatever his Inclina- 
tions might have been, his Subjection to his 
Prieſts was ſuch, and the Difficulties he had 
involved himſelf in thro' their wicked Counſels 
were of ſo intricate a Nature, that had he 
continued on the Throne much longer, he 
could hardly avoid becoming a Baſha to the 
grand Monarch, But here the Caſe is till 
worle; we are threaten'd and invaded by a 
young deſperate Adventurer, born not in Eng- 
land, but in the very Center of Superſtition and 
Tyranny, taught by Prejudice to look upon 
this Kingdom as an Eſtate devolved to him 
by hereditary Right, and to regard thoſe that 
keep him out of it as Rebels and Heretics, 
and conſequently all devoted to Damnation; 
inſtructed likewiſe by his Tutors to look upon 
the Prince's Will and Pleaſure as the Rule of 
all his private as well as public Actions, and 
thus thinking himſelf intitled by Divine 
Right to play the Devil in God's Name: 
From a Spark thus tutoured and inſtructed, 
what can we expect but Poverty, Miſery, 
and Deſtruction? Is there the leaſt Proſ- 
pect left us of ſeeing under ſuch a Govern- 
ment, either our preſent Laws executed, or 
new Laws enacted, er any ſuch thing as 
Law at all? as it is very well known (and I 


have very good Proof for what I ſay, being per- 
fecily 
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fectly acquainted with the Principles and Secrets 
of a Religion, in which I happen'd to be educated 
myſelf, and whoſe pernicious Errors after a diſ- 
paſſionate and difintereſted Inquiry I have long 
fince heartily renounced) that ſhould the Pre- 
tender and his Highland Janiſſaries ſucceed fo 
as to dethrone by Force of Arms his preſent 
Majeſty, all Parliamentary Forms would be 
ſoon laid afide, as only conducive (as they ex- 
preſs it) to foment the Spirit of Sedition and 
Rebellion in the People. Theſe are not meer 
Jealoufies and Suſpicions; we have had but 
too woful an Experience of the tyrannical 
Meaſures and Proceedings of Popiſh Princes 
in paſt Reigns, to queſtion the Probability of 
the like Uſage on the like Occaſions. We 
are not ignorant that they are obliged by their 
Principles to endeavour to enſlave us to the 
Pope's Juriſdiction, and bear an hoſtile Mind 
to their Subjects, and fo to deſtroy their Bodies 
(according to their old Cant Phraſe) for the 
Good of their Souls. To be ſatisfied more fully 
of the Truth hereof, let us only recall to 
Mind the Proceedings of Henry VIII. and his 
Daughter Mary, and King James II. in En- 
giand, likewiſe thoſe of Queen Mary, and 
the ſame King James in Scotland. Is it poſ- 
ſible ever to forget the barbarous and horrid 
Maſſacre of the poor Proteſtants in Jreland, 
encouraged and committed by the wicked In- 
fluence of rhe Popiſh Queen, Conſort to King 
Charles I. and of other Papiſts, with whom 
that unhappy Court was crowded ? This is 

clearly 
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clearly evinced by King Charles the Second's 
Letter from Yh:tehall to the Duke of Ormond, 
July 10, 1063 (f), entered at the Signet-Office 
July 13, that ſame Year, wherein the King 
juſtifies the Marquis of Antrim, and declares, 
That the ſaid Marquis's Conduct in the Ir: 
Rebellion, had been entirely conformable to 
his Royal Father and Mother's Direction, and 
calculated for the real Service of the Crown. 
Whereupon the Marquis, who commanded 
thoſe. Savage Cut-throats, was acquitted, to 
the eternal Shame - of that corrupted Prince, 
and to the great Concern and, Aſtoniſhment 
of all the Proteſtants in Ireland. Now if ſuch 
horrid and execrable Actions were attempted and 
perpetrated not only againſt the Liberties, but 
even the very Lives of the Subjects, by the 
Direction and Influence of Popiſh Counſellors 
in the Reign of a Proteſtant King; what 
could we in the Name of Wonder expect, ſhould 
we be ever ſo unhappy as. to fall a Sacrifice to 
the ambitious and wicked Views of a Popith 
Pretender, Slave himſelf by Profeſſion to the 
Pope, by Inclination and Intereſt a Vaſſal of 
France, bred up in all the Bigottry of Rome, 
and in all the arbitrary and tyrannical Maxims 
of the Houſe of Bourbon? What could we, 
I fay expect, but to be made Slaves to a Slave, 
doom'd to groan under the heavy State of Bon- 
dage, and ſcourged by the Iron Rod of a Po- 
piſh Pharaoh? i 


(f) This Letter may be ſeen at large in the Volume of 
State Tracts, printed by Richard Baldwin, 1692. Pp. 217. 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, as our Liberties muſt be forfeited 
upon the Succeſs of ſo wicked an Attempt, 
conſequently our Properties muſt be left at the | 
Mercy and Diſpoſal of the tyrannical Invader. | 
For 'tis evident, there can be no real Property | 
where there is no Liberty ; becauſe the 
Prince who can diſpoſe of the Perſons, can by 

a much ſtronger Reaſon command the Purſes 
of his Subjects. But even were we (for Ar- 
gument's Sake) to ſuppoſe that the Pretender, 
after having accompliſhed his Wiſhes, ſhould Y 
determine to govern the Nation according to 
Law, nevertheleſs Matters muſt be ſo conſti- 
tuted with him, as the Ruin of many Thou- 
lands of this Nation muſt be unavoidable, For 
it is not to be expected he could ever be fo 
ungrateful tohis Friends abroad, as not to reim- 
burſe them the great Sums, which they have 

expended as well in maintaining him and his 
| Family ſo many Years, as in making repeated 
| Armaments to procure his Reſtoration. Now 

as theſe Sums in all Probability are very con- 

ſiderable, (fo conſiderable, as + fo- 
| reign Friends would inſiſt upon the Reſtitu- 
| tion of Gibraltar, Portmabon, and Cape- 
| Breton, for the very Intereſt only) 'tis but 

: natural to ſuppoſe that in ſuch a Situation he 
would have more Regard to the Payment of | 
his own Debts, than of thoſe contracted in 
Conſequence of the Meaſures the Nation en- { 
caged in at the Revolution. Upon ſuch a Sup- b 

bpoſition, his Endeavours in all Probability 1 
would be to induce his Parliament . 
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he could pack one to his Purpoſe) to employ 
the Funds allotted for the Payment of the 
public Debts, to the diſcharging of the Debts 
he contracted abroad; and (as the Nation would 
find it a difficult Work to ſatisfy both Obliga- 
tions) to wipe out the public Debts with a 
Spunge, eſpecially as they were contracted to 
ſupport a Meaſure, which by his Party and 
himielt is looked upon as a Rebellion. But 
without having Recourſe to Parliament, we 
are ſenſible, that according to the Jacobites 
Principles, the Pretender when upon the 
Throne might expunge the public Debts by 
Bis ſole private Authority, and that without 
acting contrary to Law. For according to 
them, all Laws and Statutes made by Kings 
de Facto, do not oblige lawful Princes, or, as 
they call them, Kings de Fure; and as his 
preſent Majeſty, as well as all our Princes fince 
the Revolution, are by them con fidered as Kings 
only de Fas, conſequently purſuant to their 
way of reaſoning, no Laws enacted under them 
for the Contracting or Payment of Debts can 
be any way obligatory to the King de Fure. 
And to this Parpoſe they tell us, 7 bat Ed- 
ward IV. aid not in four Years anſuer 
the Petitions of the Commons : That the Af: 
of Pe rliament made in the tame of the pre- 


_* 


tended K:ngs (viz. the Ning, of the Heu. of 
Lancaſter, To ho by Zh 76 Fa: gare cal. 4 
ings de Fac It or pretended Kings, | er tbe 


Pevment of As due to the Mavor ang Fe- 
Ir. Ti of Merchants of the Stable of Calls, 
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r what was lent by them to any of the ſaid 
pretended Kings, or for Payment of Wages to 
the Garriſons of Callis, and the Marches, be 
in Force or Effet: Upon which they are 
pleaſed to make this ___ and wicked Re- 
flection, which is too plain to need a Com- 
ment, to find out what they would be at, 
That tho there was here a National Debt con- 
tracted upon Parliamentary Security, and very 
probably for carrying on a War againſt France, 
et it was in Danger of being intirely defeated, 
had not King Edward at laſt by his Royal Afſent 
intitled it to a legal Payment. Beſides, in good 
Facobite Doctrine, all Proceedings in Courts 
of Fudicature under a King de Facto, (ſuch 
as they call our Revolution Princes) are of n 
Authority, becauſe he is not qualified to give 
Commiſſions to Judges; neither can be create 
a Nobleman, nor a Biſhop ; moreover all Pri- 
di eges and Immunities granted by him to Ci- 
ties and Corporations, and Preſentations to 


Benefices, Licenſes of Mortmain, Grants of 


Wards and Marriages, Fairs and Markets, 


and Lands beſtowed, are all revocable at the 


Will and Pleaſure of the rightful Succeſſor (J). 
As theſe are the avowed and known Princi- 
ples of the Facobite Faction, I leave it to the 
Reader's Prudence to reflect upon the dread- 
tul Havock they would make upon a Revo- 
lution in Favour of their pretended King de 


(f) This is taken from a Jacobite Book written in 
Queen Anne's Reign, and intituled, Hereditary Right of 
the Crown of England afferted. 5 
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Jure. Tis evident they would be for throw. 
ing Firebrands of Confuſton about them, for 
cancelling all the public Debts at Pleaſure, and 
for ſtripping Thouſands of honeſt worthy Fa- 
milies, who are concerned in the Funds, of 
tueir Property and Subſiſtence. Lordſhips, Bi- 
ſhopricks, Benefices, and Charters, may at this 
rate be reſumed at any time, without any 
Tryal or Form of Law; Judges may be de- 
prived of their Commiſſions, and cut off from 
all Hopes of Arrears; and in fine, the Poſleſ- 

tion off moſt or all our Money and Eſtates may 
be intirely precarious, and depending upon the 
Royal Aſſent of our new King de Jure. What 
a Ferment and Convulſion muſt ſuch wicked 
Principles as theſe throw the Nation into? 
What a Chaos and Confuſion of Title and 
[1 Froperty ? What a Babylon or rather Bedlam 
| ſhould we be reduced to?. And all for what 
1 Account? Meerly for ſatisfying the ridiculous 
| idle Pretenſions of one ſingle Man; and for 
| the Sake of this one ſingle Man (and he, for 
what we know, an Iimpoſtor) ſo many Thou- 
ſands, yea Millions of People, like a Parcel of 

Sheep to be delivered up to the Slaughter. 
| Thus it is evident that by a Change of Go- 
vernment we have not one ſingle Advantage 
| to expect, but on the contrary every Thing 
] that is calamitous and odious to Engit/hmen to 
| apprehend, viz. the Loſs of our Religion, Li- 

i berties, and Properties, 

6 But if it ſhould be anſwered, that the Pre- 
| tender has declared publickly, and 1s ready 
| | | to 
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to confirm it by Oath, that he would never 
attempt to ſubvert the Laws and Religion of 
this Country; we know better Things than 
to give any Credit to his Oath or Affirmation. 
We are but too well acquainted alteady with 
the Nature of Popiſh Pardons, Diſpenſations 
and Indulgences, as to imagine that the moſt 
ſolemn Treaty or Oath can be of any Force 
or Weight with a Popiſh Prince, when in 
Competition with the Intereſt of his bigotted 
Religion, We remember the Pope's Practice 


of old, of abſolving Subjects from their Alle- | 
giance, and Princes from their Oaths; as in 


the Caſes of King John, King Henry III. and 
Edward I. who after the moſt ſolemn En- 
gagements contracted by Oaths, nevertheleſs 
thought themſelves diſcharged therefrom by 
the Pope's Diſpenſation. And tis obſervable 
the Caſe was then between Princes and Sub- 
jects both equally Papiſts ; how much ſtrong- 
er is the Caſe, and how much eafier will the 
Abſolution be, between Popiſh Princes and 
Proteſtant Subjects? Then indeed a Breach of 
Oath made by the former to the latter, when- 
ſoever Mother Church comes in the way, be- 
comes a virtuous Action, and a neceſſary Part 
of Duty. For it is well known, that the 


Popiſh Council of Lateran forbids all Fa- 
vours to be ſhewn to Heretics under the ſe- 
vereſt Penalties, and denounces Excommuni- . 


cation againſt thoſe, that pretend to obſerve 
their Oaths made in Favour of the Enemies 
of the Church. Befides, what Proteſtant can 

be 
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be ignorant of the Decree of the famous Coun. 
cil of Conſtance (g), wherein it 1s determined, 
that no Faith is to be kept with Heretics; inſo- 
much that no Promiſe or Oath can be eſteemed 
obligatory, when made againſt the Intereſt 
and Advantage of the Romiſh Church; and 


conſequently a Popiſh Prince has it not in his 


Power to give his Proteſtant Subjects any kind 


of Security for the Obſervation of his Promiſe 


or Oath to preſerve the Laws and Religion of 
his Subjects. 

Thus far we have endeavoured to point 
out the unhappy Conſequences, that muſt have 
attended a Revolution of Government in Fa- 
vour of a Popiſh Pretender ; Conſequences of 
{o dreadful and pernicious a Nature to Great 
Britain, as muſt render the Attempt, even 
upon a Suppoſition that the Pretender had a 
Right to the Crown, both deteſtable and cri- 
minal. For, if I remember right, tis a re- 
ceived Maxim, even among eminent Popiſh 
Civilians, that a Revolution ought net to be 
attempted by a King de Jure againſt a King 
de Facto, whenſoever the Inconveniences ariſ- 
ing from ſuch an Enterprize outballance thoſe 
attending a King de Facto's Adminiſtration, 
Nay, the Caſe is often extended to a Tyrant 
(tho' ſome ignorantly confound a King de Fats 
and a Tyrant) whoſe Oppreſſion it is ſometimes 
more expedient to bear with patiently, than 
to endeavour a Change, when it cannot be 
effected but by wading thro' a Sea of Blood 


and Confuſion, Such is the State our impious 
Invaders 


(gs, Conc, Comp, Sell, 19. 
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Invaders have attempted to bring theſe King- 
doms into, having, after ravaging and deſtroy- 
ing the greateſt Part of Scotland, forced their 
Way into the very Heart of England, and by 
Rapine, Violence, and horrid Cruelties endea- 
voured to aſſert their Leader's pretended Divine 
Right to enſſave us. But when we reflect that 
this Attempt has been made againſt the beſt of 
Princes, inveſted with as ſtrong a Right as ever 
King had to rule over us, whoſe chief Aim 


| has been always to make his Subjects happy, 


whoſe public Meaſures have been conſtantly 
directed by the Laws of the Land, who to the 
Danger of his ſacred Perſon has ſuccoured our 
diſtreſſed Allies, and preſerved Europe from 
impending Slavery, who finally throughout 
the whole Courſe of his Reign has made it his 
Study to gain the Eſteem and Aﬀection of his 
Subjects by uninterrupted Acts of Benignity, 
Clemency and Juſtice ; when we do but thus 
reflect, the Attempt of theſe perfidious Ban- 


ditti cannot but appear ſtill more horrid and 


unnatural, and their Devices much more de- 
ſerving of the Deteſtation of every true hearty 
Friend to the Religion and Liberty of Great 
Britain... - i 
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 EFLECTING on the Barbarities, 
Murders, Rapines, Conflagrations, and 
other Ravages, the natural Conſequence 
of the War, wherein the greateſt Part of Eu- 
rope is now unhappily involved; I have often 
thought it a very proper Subject of Enquiry, 
whether or no War in Europe was an incurable 
Evil, or whether there was no Poſſibility of 
effecting a durable and ſolid Peace; eſpecially 
as.there is a very great Probability, that the ſe- 
veral belligerant Powers would be very glad to 
cloſe with ſuch a Propofal, upon a Suppoſition 
of the Poſſibility of the Means, and provided 
they could he convinced (which, with regard 
at leaſt to the greateſt Part of them, and thoſe 
the moſt judicious and moſt powerful ones, I 
think it no difficult Matter to compaſs) that 
in the Plan of Peace, which I am going to lay 
before them, they are ſure to find ſeveral Ag- 
grandizements and Advantages, all incompara- 
bly more conſiderable and more valuable, than 
the Enlargement of their Dominions, which 
ſeems 


— 
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| ſeems to be the ſole Aim of the preſent milita. 
| ry Syſtem, wherein they have been for ſo ma- 
| ny Years unhappily engag'd. | 

conſider, with all imaginable Attention, the 


two following Points. The firſt is, To render 
War henceforward impoſſible, by forming gra- 
dually a perpetual Diet between the ſeveral 
il States of Europe, pretty near purſuant to the 
1 | Models of thoſe already eſtabliſh'd between the 
if various States of Germany, or Swifſerland, or 
1 Holland. The ſecond is, To point out the con- 
| fiderable Advantages, that muſt therefrom re. 
| ſult to each reſpeetive Sovereign. And upon 
a Reflection I have the Satisfaction of being con- 
q vinced, that the more we can deviſe Means of 
+: rendering a future Peace unalterable, the ea- 
4 fier will the Allies of the Houſe of Auſtria be 
F perſuaded to come into it; fince nothing can 
1 be more acceptable to them than Peace, pro- 
. vided they can but have a ſufficient Security for 
N its Durability, 5 
In effect, to conſider the Intereſt of the Al- 
lies in the preſent War, we ſhall find, it con- 
tiſts principally in theſe two Points. The firſt 
1s, a ſufficient Security for the Preſervation ot 
their Dominions againſt the formidable Power 
of France, who may in future Times trump 
up ſpecious Pretexts, and find favourable Op- 
portunities of extending her Limits at the Ex- 
pence of her Neighbours. The other is, 4 
ſufficient Security for a free Trade, either in 


America, or the Mediterranean, half of 75 
* 


| Directed by theſe Ideas, 1 have ſat down to 
| 
| 
| 
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Revenues of England and Holland depending 


on the Freedom of their Commerce. But 
what ſufficient Security can the Weakeſt find 
againſt the Strongeſt? To compals ſuch a Se- 
curity is the main Deſign of two different Sy- 
ſtems ; the firſt is, to endeavour to reduce ſf- 


ficiently the Power of the Strongeſt, which is 


that purſued by the Allies in the preſent War : 
The ſecond is, to add ſufficient Strength to the 
Weakeſt, without impairing the Force of the 
Strongeſt ; and this is what I propoſe by a 
Treaty of Union, which would add to the 
Weakeſt a new Encreaſe of Allies extremely 
powerful, and much more intimately united, 
not with a View of tripping the Strongeſt of 
any of his Poſſeſſions, but in order to diſable 
him from diſturþing his Neighbours, either in 
the Enjoyment of their Property, or of their 
Commerce. The preſent Situation of Affairs 
ſeems to favour my Deſign, ſince the two con- 
tending Parties ſeem to be equally tired of a 
long War, to be pretty near equally exhauſted, 
and to be convinced, that Conqueſts will hence- 
forward be of both Sides exceeding difficult, 
very expenſive, and ſeldom deciſive; and even 
thoſe, who imagine themſelves ſuperior in 
Strength, may think it a very glorious Oppor- 
tunity, that of offering Conditions of an in- 
diſſoluble Peace, tho' at the ſame time they 
might have improv'd the Ad vantages of their 
Superiority, My Attempt, I muſt own, is 
Extremely arduous, and requires a Genius to 
manage it proportionable to its Grandeur. _ 
| IF 2 et 
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let the Reader ſet aſide all Thoughts of the 
Undertaker, and only fix his Attention on 
the Subject, which is of a Dignity ſufficient 
ro employ the Cares not only of the ableſt 
Miniſters, but even of the greateſt Sovereigns 
themſelves, fince it is of no leſs a Concernment 
than that of making uſe of the preſent Junc- 
ture, in order to procure to all the Sovereigns 
and States of Europe the greateſt Happineſs 
that any new Eſtabliſhment can ever afford 
them. 
This Scheme of a Treaty of Union between 
the Sovereigns of Europe has in its Nature no- 
thing new. Upwards of 2000 Years ago, the 
Princes and Republics of Greece formed a per- 
petual Aſſembly, compoled of the Deputies 
of the ſeveral States, by the Name of Am— 
phyctions, in order to terminate amicably their 
future Differences, and to ſupport themſelves 
mutually in their ſuture Wars againſt any fo- 
reign Powers. Tis upon this ſame Plan that 
the Gern aus entered into a Confederacy, ſe- 
vera! Centuries fince, under the Name of the 
Empire; as likewiſe after them the Sw/s 
Cantons; and nearer our own times, the Seven 
United Provinces of the Low Countriss. 
Germany is a kind of a general Republic 
compoſed of various Sovercigns, and conſtantly 
repreſented in its Diets by revocable Deputies 
of the different conſtituent Powers, whether 
Princes, or particular Republics; formed 1n 
order to terminate amicably their Diſputes, aud 
at the ſame with a View of uniting their joint 
N Forces, 


The NEW SYSTEM. 


Forces, when threaten'd or invaded by foreign 
Powers. My Deſign now is to make it ap- 
pear, that the fame Scheme which was in 
former times ſo happily brought to bear in 
Germany, might in our Days with much 
greater Facility be executed wich regard to all 
Europe, For it is not to be imagined, that 
the general Union of the various Soverigns of 
Germany met with leſs Difficulties and Obſta- 
cles to ſurmount, before it was put in Exc- 
cution, than thoſe which might be now op- 
poſed to my preſent Syitem, of 4 General 
Union of the Sovereigns of Europe. Whether 
or no, upon the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the 
Germanic Body, the Minds of the Princes and 
People were more diſpoſed to unite in order 
to obtain a durable Peace, I cannot really pre- 
tend to determine; but this I know, that 
Europe was never ſo exhauſted and fatigued 
by any Wars, as it has been within theſe few 
Years. Beſides, the Union of the Germanic 
Body had no Model then exiſting, to follow; 
whereas we have at preſent three Models ſub- 
liſting in Europe of Union betwixt different 
States, vis. Germany, Swoiſſerland, and Hol- 
land; from each of which ſeveral very impor- 
tant Articles may be borrowed towards either 
the forming, preſerving, or encreaſing of a 
G:neral Union of Europe. | 
Another Advantage, which will occur to- 
wards facilitating the Execution of our Pro- 
ject, is, that upon the Eſtabliſhment of the Ger- 
manic Body, the ſeveral Members could never 
be 


- — I AS to eo — —— 


6 The NEW SYSTEM 


be ſecure, that none of them would ever with- 
draw himſelf from the Union, by reaſon that 
foreign Powers might favour ſuch a Separation : 
Nor could they promiſe themſelves, that this 
ſame Body ſhould never be attacked by 3 


Forces equal or ſuperior to their own : Inſo- 
much that they had neither internal, nor exter- 


nal perfect Security. The Germanic Body is 
not ſufficiently powerful, being environed by 
other Nations as formidable as itſelf, who may 
confederate in order to divide or ſubvert it ; 
but the whole Body of Europe is fo vaſt, fo 
formidable, and powerful, that there is no 
manner of Apprehenſion that a neighbouring 
Power either ſhould foment a Diviſion, or pro- 
cure the Separation of any of its Members, or 
have Forces ſufficient to attempt openly to diſ- 
ſolve the Union. eee | 

Now as this ought naturally to produce not 
only a greater Security, that is, a complete Se- 
curity for the Preſervation of each Govern- 
ment, but moreover an abſolute Security, that 
there never will be any Danger either of a do- 
meſtic or foreign War; ſo the Motive and In- 
ducement for forming a general Union of the 
Sovereigns of Europe will be much more 
powerful and prevailing than that, which for- 
merly produced the Union of the Members 
of the Germanic Body. Plain it is, that this 
Motive muſt be ſtronger in Proportion to the 
Degree of Security : Now the Security which 
muſt ariſe from the Union of all Europe will 
be in the ſuperlative Degree entire in every 
Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, and conſequently incomparably greater 
than any Security which can follow from the 


Union of the Germanic Body. Therefore the 


Intereſt and Motive of eſtabliſhing at preſent an 
European Body muſt in every Reſpe& be much 
greater than that, which heretofore gave Birth 


to the Germanic Body, Tis therefore true, 


that the Project of a larger Union, ſuch as that 
of the whole Body of Europe, is of one Side 
leſs difficult, and on the other much eaſier than 
the Project of a leſſer Union, ſuch as that of 
the Germanic Body, which nevertheleſs was 
executed ſeveral Ages ago notwithſtanding the 
Oppolition of the greateſt Difficulties, and till 


ſubſiſts to this very Day notwithſtanding its 


great Imperfections. | 

A Treaty of Union in Europe, upon the 
Conditions which I am going to lay down, 
would ſecure us a firm and unalterable Peace. 
In order to evince the Truth of this Propo- 
lition, it will be ſufficient to prove, that theſe 
Conditions are ſure Means to prevent all Diſ- 
putes of any Conſequence, that can ariſe a- 
mong Sovereigns: That they are likewiſe ſure 
Means of eſtabliſhing the Union, and render- 
ing it completely effectual and ſolid; ſo as to 
engage and enable it to put its Statutes and De- 
eiſions in Execution, in ſpight of the Am- 
bition, Force, Craft, and Violence of one or 
more unjuſt and furious Sovereigns. This is 
what I ſhall make appear by the following 
nine fundamental Articles of the Union. 


ARTICLE 


* 
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ARTICLE TI. 


Each reſpective State in Europe muſt be 
ſupported by the Authority of the Union in 
the general Form of its preſent Conſtitution, 
The Succeſſive Governments muſt remain Suc- 
ceſſive according to the Manner and Practice 
of each Nation; and the Elective Governments 
are to remain Elective in the Countries whole 
Conſtitution is Elective. In. theſe Elective 
Countries, the Princes or States who are the 
Electors, may ſtipulate, that the Union ſhall 
undertake to guarantee the Pacla Conventa 
(5). The Union muſt neither add nor di- 
miniſh any thing regarding the Rights, which 
each Sovereign may have in making any Al- 
teration in the Laws or Religion of his Coun- 
try. The Union's Buſineſs muſt only be to 
prevent any body from riſing up in Arms, un- 
leſs it be againſt thoſe whom ſhe ſhould have 
declared to be her Enemies ; ſhe is to ule all 
poſſible Endeavours to reſtore Peace and Tran- 
quillity ; and eſpecially to take particular Care 
to prevent any Troubles, that may ariſe from 
the Succeſſion or Election of a future So- 
vereign, or from any Religious Conteſts (i). 


% By this Word I underſtand any Regal or Imperial 
Capitt lations. 

(i) TI am not ignorant of the Impoſſibility there is to 
prevent Diſputes of Religion; however L am perſuaded 
that it is poſſible, and even eaſy, to kinder theſe Diſputes 
nom diſturbirg the Peace ard Trerg.i!'!ty of the Go- 
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ARTICLE I. 


No Territory or Province muſt be diſmem- 
er'd from any Nation, nor thereto added by 
Succeſſion, Donation, Ceſſion, Sale, Exchange, 
Conqueſt, Family Compact, voluntary Sub- 
miſſion, or in any other Manner whatſoever, 
That Country which ſhall ever chance to be 
wreſted by the Union from a Sovereign, who 


becomes her Enemy, muſt remain diſmem- 


ber'd, and ſubjected to the Government of a 
Prince of the ſame Family with him who was 
declare4 an Encmy ; otherwiſe it muſt be e- 
rected into a Republic, or diſpoſed of purſuant 
to the Deſire of the Inhabitants. Each Mem- 
ber of the Union, and their Succeſſors, muſt 
always continue in Poſſeſſion of the Territory 
they actually are Maſters of, or of what they 
ſhall be intitled to poſſeſs by virtue of a gene- 
ral Treaty of Peace, and no more. The So- 
vereigns, as well thoſe who actually have ſign- 


eld this Union, as thoſe who ſhall fign it here- 


after, muſt be ſuppoſed by this very Act to 
have ſpontaneouſly reſign'd, for themſelves and 
their Succeſſors, all Pretenſions upon one ano- 
ther, of whatſoever Title or Nature they be, 
eſpecially of what is actually poſſeſſed by ano- 
ther Perſon (a); inſomuch that they muſt 
give 

(a) With regard to the reciprocal Releaſe of Pretenſions 
upon one another's Dominions, *tis evident, that without 
this Article there is no poſſibility of coming to any fixed or 


can Terms of Agreement between Sovereigns. t 
Treatie 
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ive mutual Releaſes to one another, not only 
to thoſe Princes who are actually ready to 
ſign, but likewiſe to thoſe who ſhall hereafter 
ſign, who upon ſigning muſt likewiſe quit all 
Pretenfions upon thoſe that have already fign- 
ed. No Prince muſt entitle himſelf Sovereign 
of a Country, which he is not actually in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of, or the Acquiſition of which is not 
actually inſur'd him by the Articles of the ge- 
neral Treaty of Peace. No Member of a So- 
vereign Family muſt be admitted to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion 


Treaties of Peace ſhould be alledg'd, they will chicane 
upon the Words; or if theſe ſhould happen to be too clear 
and explicit to afford any room for Sophiſtry, they will ſay 
they were extorted, that the Strongeſt dictated them, and 
made them ſign them by Force, and Sword in Hand: That 
of courſe not having been made ſpontaneouſly and freely, 
they are not obligatory. If Oaths ſhould be alledg'd, they 
may perhaps ikewile ſay, that they were compelled to make 
them, or impoſed upon; beſides, the binding of an Oath 
drops almoſt entirely with the Perſon that made it. No- 


thing is more eaſy to our modern Politicians, than to eſta- 


blſh a kind of Pjrrhoniſm with regard to the feveral 
Rights and Pretenſions of one State to another, and to ren- 


der ſuch Rights dubious ; inſomuch that if Princes reſerv'd 


the leaſt Preter ſions upon one another, we mult expect no- 
thing but a Chaos of new Rights and Pretenſions diametri- 
cally oppoſite to each other, and conſequently we ſhould be 
on all Sides involv'd in endleſs and immortal Broils. Now 
there can be no ſincere and folid Union without mutual 
Security, whereof an eſſential Article is, that each Sove- 
reign {ould renounce for ever all Pretenſions upon any 
new Dominions; and that all Princes keep to the fixed 
Point, which is actual Poſleflion. Suppoſing once this Re- 
nunciation.made, they will find in a Pacific Syſtem infinite- 
ly more, than what they vainly purſue in a Military one. 


( It 
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ſeſſion of any Eſtate or Dominions, but thoſe 
that are already in his Family (2). 


ARS 44.086; 
The Union is to employ all its Strength and 
Care to prevent, during Regencies, Minorities, 


or weak Adminiſtrations, any Prejudice being 


done to the Sovereign, either in his Perſon, or 
in his Rights, by his Subjects, or by Strangers ; 
and if any Inſurrection, Revolt, Conſpiracy, or 
Violence ſhould happen, the Union, as a natu- 
ral Governeſs and Protectreſs, muſt ſend into 
the Country ſo diſturbed, proper Commiſſion- 
ers, on purpoſe to get Information of the Truth 
of the Facts, and to puniſh the Criminals ac- 
cording to the full Rigor of the Laws. 


„ ee e en eee 

No Member of the Union is to ſign hence- 
forward any Treaty with another Member, but 
E 2 with 
(%) It ſeemeth neceſſary for the Security of the Union, 
that the puiſſant Houſes be not allow'd to aggrandize their 
Dominions by Succeſſion, Donation, or otherwiſe. For if 
11s be not attended to, what can hinder a powerful Family 
from acquiring by Marriage-Alliances the Poſſeſſion of Do- 
minions devoly'd upon Females, and thereby gradually 
coming into the Succeſſion of two Thirds of Europe? on 
which Occaſion the great Houſes would find it ſo much the 
eaſter to contract theſe Alliances, as it is natural for Parents 
to covet great Matches for their Daughters. But as the 
main Purpoſe of this Union is to maintain each Sovereign 
in the actual Poſſeſſion of their Dominions, without taking 
from the one to give to the other ; *tis therefore juſt, that 
ſhe ſhould preſerve thoſe, who have the moſt extenſive Do- 
minions, in that Degree of Diſtinction, which they are 

thereby raiſed to, over inferior Princes, 
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with the Conſent of the Union, by a Plurality 
of three Fourths of the Votes, and then the 
Union muſt undertake to guaranty the reſpec- 
tive Promiſes made on both Sides. Thoſe who 
ſhall act otherwiſe, are to be deemed as E. 
nemies. 


. 

The Commerce of each Nation is to ſubſiſt 
exactly under the ſame Laws and Conditions, 
as it was before the preſent War. But as ſoon 
as all the Sovereigns of Europe ſhall have ſign- 
ed the Union, they may agree by three Fourths 
of the Suffrages upon new Commercial Laws, 
provided they be juſt and reciprocal with re- 
gard to all Nations. 


ARTICLE: VL 

No. Sovereign muſt be allow'd to take vp 
Arms, nor to commit any Acts of Hoſtility, 
but againſt thoſe who ſhall be declar'd Ene- 
mies to the Union (c). But if he ſhould bap- 


pen 


(e) This Article is of very great Importance for the Se- 
curity of each Sovereign ; on the one Side he will be ſure 
never to be attack'd by any of his Neighbours, whom he 
might have harmle(sly offended, or who by Calumnies and 
Slander might be ſet againſt him; and on the other Side, if 
he takes up Arms, he is confident of Succeſs, bv reaſon 
ot his being ſupported by the joint Forces of the Union. | 
In Wat, the Deciſions of Fortune are frequently unjuſt ; 
fo that whoſoever pretends to obtain a juſt Reparation by 
Force of Arms, puts it to a very uncertain Iſſue, whereas 
he may depend upon having Juſtice done kim thio the 
Equity and the Influence vi the Union, 


— 1 ͤ Q ü QT ˙¹ Ä 


Demand to make upon any of the Members, 
he muſt then give in his Memorial to the Union 
by his Plenipotentiary in the City of Pacifica- 
tion, and the Union muſt forthwith take Care 
to ſettle theſe Conteſts by the Interpoſition of 
her Commiſſaries, and if they cannot be thus 
reconciled, to paſs Judgment thereon by the 
Plurality of Votes proviſionally, and by three 
Fourths definitively. This Judgment muſt be 
given by the Plenipotentiary Deputies at the 
City of Pacification, after having each apprized 
and received Inſtructions from their ſeveral Ma- 
ſters. The Sovereign, who before a Declara- 
tion of War made by the Union ſhall take up 
Arms, or ſhall refuſe to abide by the Deciſion 
or Judgment paſſed by the Union, ſhall be 
deemed her Enemy; and in conſequence there- 
of ſhe is to wage War with him, till he lays 
down his Arms, and ſubmits to the Sentence 
and Determination of the Senate, He muſt 
lizewiſe pay the Expences of the War, and the 
Provinces which ſhall happen to be conquer'd 
upon him, ſhall for ever remain ſever'd from his 


Dominions Cd). If it ſhould happen, after that 


the general Union is form'd, any Prince in Eu- 
rope 


(4) Tt would be in vain to pretend to ſupport the Union, 


vere there not an inevitable Puniſhment fixed to the Diſ- 
obedience of a Sovereign, who ſhould refuſe executing her 
Orders or Deciſions. Wherefore the Germanic Body, to 
obviate this Inconveniency, has agreed to put under the 
Ban of the Empire, any Prince who ſhould prove rebellious 
and refractory to its Judgments, 
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pen to have any Subject of Complaint, or any 1 
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14 Me NEW SYSTEM. 
rope ſhould refuſe to accede to it, he is imme- 
diately to be looked upon as a public Enemy, 
and to be obliged by forcible Means to join 


in the Union for the Sake of the common 
Security(e). | 


ARTICLE VII. 


The Union ſhall not be deemed to be com- 
pleatly formed, till all the Sovereigns of Europe 
thall have ſigned it. It ſhall be repreſented by 
their Plenipotentiaries in a perpetual Congreſs. 
This Congreſs, or Senate, ſhall be aſſembled 
at a certain Time, in a free and neutral City, 
ſuch as Utrecht, Geneva, Cologne, Aix la 
Chapelle, or ſome ſuch other Place, accord- 
ing as it can be agreed upon; in order to con- 
cert together whatſoever ſhall be eſteemed 


moſt conducive to the Increaſe and Continu- 
ance of the Union, 


ARTICLE- VIII. 


The Union ſhall eſtabliſh in divers Cities, 
Frontier Courts, or Tribunals compoſed of its 


(e) Such a Prince can have no Pretext for refuſing 
to accede to the Union. For in ſhort, either he has a 
mind to encreaſe his Dominions, or he only intends to 
preſerve them in their preſent Situation. If this laſt be 
all he aims at, this is likewiſe the principal Defign and 
Effect of the Union. But if the firft, then he has a 
mind to enlarge his Territories at the Expence of his 
Neighbours,and conſequently they have a Right to regard 
and treat him as an Enemy, 


Depu- 


OL 
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Deputies, either to compromiſe. or to give 
Sentence upon Suits of any Importance, which 
ſhall ariſe between Subjects of different Sove- 
reigns: As for the other Cauſes of leſſer Con- 
ſequence, they ſhall be decided in the ordi- 
nary Way, by the Judges of the reſpeCtive 


Places where theſe Suits ſhall happen to com- 


mence. Each Sovereign ſhall lend a Hand 
towards ſeeing the Deciſions of the Frontier 
Courts executed, exactly as if they were his 


own (J). 
ARTICLE IX. 

The Members of the Union muſt concert 
in the City of Pacification, through the Means 
of their Plenipotentiaries, all Meaſures poſſi- 
ble; and muſt ſign all Conventions neceffary 
to render this Union formidable and indiſſo- 
luble, and thereby to procure a laſting and un- 
alterable Peace to Europe. 


Theſe nine Articles are to be looked upon 
as the Baſis and Foundation of a general 


(/) *Tis viſible, that this Regulation is of the 
utmoſt Conſequence, for the Preſervation of Peace 
between Nations, for the Support of Commerce, and 
eſpecially for keeping up a good Harmony and Under- 
ſtanding between Sovereigns. And who can be 1gno- 
rant, that one of the moſt general Subjects of War be- 
twixt neighbouring Nations, are the Wrongs and Injuſ- 
tices which the Particulars of one Nation ſuffer, or pre- 
tend to ſuffer, from the Individuals of another? Is it not 
evident, that in this Caſe there is an Obligation of to- 
lerating Reprifals, and Repriſals once permitted, imme- 


diately draw on the fatal Conſequence of War and 
Bloodſhed ? 


Union 
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Union, and everlaſting Peace: Theſe are the 


eſſential Articles, which muſt be agreed upon, 


previous to any others. And as there is no 
Prince in Europe, whole Intereſt it is not to 
have a durable Peace, this Convention, far from 
being impoſſible, far from being difficult, muſt 
certainly be both agreeable and eaſy to all 
Parties. I acknowledge, that in order to give 
a compleat Solidity to the Union, there are 
ſtill ſeveral other Regulations proper to be 
made : For Inſtance, it would be proper, not 
only to determine the Place of perpetual Re- 
ſidence for the Plenipotentiary Deputies, to 
fix their Functions, and provide for the Secu- 
rity of the City ; but moreover, it would be 
expedient that this Aſſembly, which may be 
denominated The Senate of Europe, ſhould 
be intruſted with a ſupreme Authority over the 
Inhabitants and Garriſon, ſuch as is common 
for a Republic to exerciſe for its own Preſer- 
vation. She ſhould likewiſe have her Ambaſ- 
ſadors in all Countries, in order to keep up a 
Communication and Correſpondence with her 
Members ; ſhe ſhould have Reſidents to pre- 
vent and hinder any Armaments, Leagues, or 
Con ſpiracies againſt her Intereſts ; ſhe ſhould 
likewiſe eſtabliſh Frontier Courts of Judica- 
ture. For all theſe Purpoſes ſhe ſhould have 
Revenues to enable her to diſtribute Penſions, 
Gratifications, and Rewards ; wherefore cach 
Sovereign ought to furniſh his Contingent to- 
wards this Deſign, in Proportion to his Riches 
and Revenues, All thefe Regulations = of 

a Na- 
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the a Nature liable to receive Augmentation orDe- 
on, creaſe according to the Difference of Exigen- 
no cies. Wherefore I don't chuſe to fatigue my 
to Reader by a long and tedious Detail of Par- 
om ticulars; 'tis ſufficient for my Purpoſe, that 


aſt the abovementioned Articles make it appear 
to a Degree of Evidence, that as ſoon as 
Princes are ready to unite for the Preſerva- 


ve 5 a . 
1e tion of Peace, the Means of forming and ce- 
be menting this Union are very far from being 
ot impoſſible. | 
e. Now let us prove, that this Syſtem of a 
10 general Union of the Powers in Europe, is 
5 incomparably more advantageous, than the 
4 old Syſtem of a Ballance of Power between 
"M the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon ; tho' this 
1d laſt hath hitherto been regarded as the chiet 
he Rule of War and Peace. 
_ The very firſt Idea, that naturally offers it- 
= ſelf to a weaker Power, to prevent being cruſh- 
1 ed by the Weight of a ſtronger neighbouring 
2 Power, is that of drawing other Princes into 
er his Quarrel; and when he happens to make 
= his Application to thoſe, who have any ſhare 
or of Sagacity, he finds it no difficult Matter to 
d perſuade them, that it is their Concern and 
15 Intereſt to hinder him from being overpow- 
7e ered by his potent Neighbour, whoſe Power 
8, ſwelling in proportion to his Conqueſts, muſt 
h conſequently become formidable to cach oi 
* them in particular. And herein lieth the 
8 Foundation of the greateſt part of the Leagues, 
f Alliances, and particular Unions, which the | 
- Weakeſt make againſt the Strongeſt for their | 


own Preſervation, This Notiou is very good, 
F nay, 
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nay, it would be quite excellent, if inſtead 
of limiting it to a particular Union of three 
or four Sovereigns, and for a fix'd Space of 
Time, the Allies would aim at rendering it 
as extenſive as numerous, and as powerful as 
it is capable of being made, and at finding 
Ways and Means to render it perpetual and 
indiſſoluble; which laſt Article might eaſily 
be obtained, if they could but contrive to 
give it the whole Extent of Europe. 

When the Princes of Germany firſt began 
to enjoy their new Sovereignties, it is impoſ- 
ſible but that the Strongeſt muſt have ſeveral 
Times attempted to overpower the Weakeſt ; 
and that theſe laſt, to prevent being op- 
prefſed, muſt frequently have had Recourſe 
to Leagues and Alliances with their Neigh- 
bours, for their reciprocal Preſervation, But 
when there happen to be two formidable 
Powers in the midſt of weaker Neighbours, 
theic laſt, beſides their particular Leagues, en- 
dcavour naturally to keep thoſe great Powers 
divided, and to maintain a fort of Equilibri- 
um betwixt them. They are eaſily made ſenſi- 
ble how much their own Liberty depends on 
that of each of thoſe powerful Houſes ; and 
that they are no longer ſure of their own 
Pretervation, than whilſt each of the others 
is maintained whole and entire, and their In- 
tereſts continually divided. This is the ſecond 
Contrivance that occurs to the Mind, to avoid 
a ſecond Danger or Misfortune. 

When firſt the Principalities of Germany 
were founded, the weaker Princes built their 
whole Security on the Obſervation of thoſe 
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two Points, But in proceſs of Time they 
perceived, that altho' thoſe Means might be 
ſufficient to prevent their being invaded by the 
ſtronger Princes; yet they were not thereby 
ſecured from being at War the one with the 
other ; ſometimes in their own Defence, and 

ſometimes for the ſupport of their Alhes. 
The Notion therefore of preſerving a Bal- 
lance of Power between the itronger Princes, 
has nothing new in it. Nay, it is quite plain 
and natural ; 'tis one of the firſt Ideas that oc- 
curs to the Mind, and from thence have all 
the German Politics proceeded. Princes per- 
ceived very eaſily that this Ballance, ſo diffi- 
cult in its Eſtabliſhment and Preſervation, did 
indeed contribute to the public Security, 
againſt the Ambition and Injuſtice of the moſt 
powerful Sovereigns, with regard to the Suc- 
cels of War. But they could not ſoon 
after avoid ſeeing, that this Method, far from 
diminiſhing the Number of thoſe Wars, which 
are equally ruinous to the Weak and the 
Strong, rather contributed to protract and in- 
creaſe them. Then it was that the Solon of 
Germany had Occaſion to have Recourſe to a 
third Expedient to avoid this third Inconve- 
niency, and ſo endeavoured to prove, that they 
would all find their Accounts much better, in 
not being fatisfied with this Ballance, which 
furniſhes no other Means, but thoſe of War, 
for terminating future Differences ; but that 
the Thing to be aimed at was a general Union 
of all the Princes of Germany, fo as to agree 
that they ſhould be perpetually repreſented by 
their Deputics in the Diets, in order to com- 
= + promiſe 
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promiſe amicably, and without forcible Me- 
thods of War, all future Conteſts, by in- 
flicting a ſevere Puniſhment, ſuch as the Ban 
of the Empire, or the Sequeſtration of Ter- 
ritory, to whoſoever would refuſe to ſubmit 
to the Union of the Germanic Body, and who 
ſhould ever attempt to ſupport his Pretenſions 
by Dint of Arms inOppoſition to the whole Body. 

Tis not theretore at all ſurprizing, that the 
weaker Princes of Europe have for their own 
Preſervation put in practice the two firſtschemes, 
which the petty Princes of Germany heretofoic 
made ule of for theirSecurity, which are Alliances 
and a Ballance of Power ; but 'tis a very great 
Subject of Surprize, that the Princes of Europe, 
after a Conviction of 200 Years Experience, 
not unlike to that of the Princes of Germany, 
that private Alliances, and the Purſuit of a 
Ballance of Power, are inſufficient to prevent 


a War; tis, I ſay, a very great Subject of 


Amazement, that they have not carried their 
political Views as far as the ancient Princes of 
Germany, that is, to the third Scheme or Idea, 
ſo as to perceive, that in order to avoid ſo ter- 
tible an Evil as continual Wars in Europe, 
there 1s no other Method left, but that of a 
general Union of Europe ; juſt as he, who pro- 
poſed a general Union of Germany ſaw, there 
was no other Expedient left to prevent perpe- 


ta) Quarrels and Wars in Germany. We (hall 


mow more ftriftly examine into the Conſe- 
guences and ExpeRations that may ariſe ſrom 
tlie 8yſtem of a Ballance of Power. 3 
Since Princes firſt rul'd over the Earth, the 
Diſcontinuance or Ceflation of War has been 
either 
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either owing to the Fall and Ruin of Monar- 


chies, or to the Extinction of great Families, 
or to the Subverſion of their Governments, or 
to Treaties of Peace, which, properly ſpeak- 
ing, are only Treaties of Truce; becauſe in all 
Treaties, tis the Weakeſt, or rather he that is 
moſt tired, who is obliged to reſign, what he 
intends to recover the firſt favourable Oppor- 
tunity. Thus hitherto there has been no Me- 
thod of enſuring an unalterable Peace. The 
Deſire of Revenge, by making Repriſals, the 
Love of acquiring Glory and Reputation by 
Arms, the Avarice of gaining a new City, 
Province or Territory, the Jealouſy between 
great Houſes, the Inclination of mortifying or 
humbling a Neighbour, or of entering into a 
new Channel of Commerce, and ſo many 
other Cupidities and Defires raiſe ſuch a Varie- 
ty of Paſſions in Princes, as will evermore 
hinder them from keeping within the Bounds 
of Equity and Juſtice, and will always engage 
them in Wars under one Pretext or other; 
unleſs by ſome wife Eſtabliſhment, like unto 
that of the Germanic Body, the Princes of 
Europe come all to an Agreement, that each 
Perſon ſhall enjoy peaceably what he is actual- 
ly in Poſſeſſion of, without forming any Claim 
or Pretenſions upon another's Dominions ; and 
that if any Conteſt ſhould ariſe, it is to be ac- 
commodated and decided by the Arbitration of 

all the Allies. any 
Princes may ſign Treaties of Peace among 
themſelves to ſettle their preſent Diſputes, but 
who can force them to the punctual Execu- 
tion 
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tion of thoſe Promiſes, 'tho' committed to 
Writing in public Treaties, unleſs ſome col- 
lective Power, which happens to be ſuperior to 
any ſingle one, hinders this laſt from having 
Recourſe to Arms, and obliges him to ſubmit 
to the Deciſion of Arbitrators? But where can 
they find this collective Power, ſuperior in 
Strength to any particular one, unleſs they 
agree themſelves to form an Union of the 
whole Body, which will be then much more 
formidable than each of them in particular ? 
This Union will oblige each Sovereign to keep 
within the Bounds of his own Dominions, to 
ſubmit to the Deciſions of the Union, and will 
be an Obſtruction to their taking up Arms, 
ſince the Penalty to be inflicted muſt be look'd 
upon as very heavy and inevitable ; inſomuch, 
as the Apprehenſion of a conſiderable and un- 
avoidable Puniſhment may have a greater 
Weight with it, than the Dictates of the Paſ- 
ſions, and may lead a Prince, as it were in 
Spite of him, to his own true and ſolid Inte- 
reſt. | 
True it is, that nothing can be more con- 
ducive to the Preſer vation of weak Govern- 
ments, than Treaties of Alliance and Gua- 
ranties, with a Deſign of defending them ſelves 
againſt common Enemies, if theſe Alliances 
and Guaranties were not, thro' the Imperfec- 
tion of human Nature, very ſubject to Change. 
Whence it frequently happens, that ſome of 
thoſe Allies and Guarantees, either are un- 
willing to execute the Treaty when they are 
able (as in the Caſe of France with reſpect 
to the Pragmatic Sanction) or are unable oe 
they 
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they are willing, thro' a Diminiſhment of 
Strength, or in ſome other Manner. The 
Conſequence therefore 1s, that we ſhall never 
have durable Alliances or Guaranties, and of 
courſe no unalterable Peace, without a ge- 
neral Union. 

I ſhall now draw a Compariſon between 7Zhe 
Syſtem of a general Union of Europe, and that 
of a Ballance of Power betwixt the Houſes of 
Auſtria and Bourbon ; and ſhall point out five 
different Articles, from whence reſult ſo many 
different Advantages to the Union-Syſtem, in 
Preference to the other. 

I. 'Tis a ſure Preſervative againſt the Evils 
of Foreign Wars, whereas the Ballance-Syſtem 
is far from being a Preſervative, A Ballance 
is of its Nature a Situation, wherein that which 
is ballanced is eaſily put and kept in Motion, 
the leaſt extrinſecal or intrinſecal Cauſe being 
ſufficient to give it a new Movement, or to 
make it continue in that which it has received 
already, Thus the Equilibrium of two great 
Houſes may indeed allow of a Ceſſation of 
Movement, or of ſome Reſpite of Truce ; 
but far from producing a ſolid Repoſe, or an 
unalterable Peace, it 1s liable to receive from 
the leaſt extrinſecal Cauſe an Impreſſion of re- 
commencing the War, and perhaps with a 
much longer Duration; by reaſon that the 
Prince who renews the War, may be induced 
thereto by ſome flattering Expectations, and 
can never be deterred therefrom by any great 
Apprehenſion of Danger; it being eaſy to ſup- 
pole, that in a Ballance or Equality of Power, 
ase zeec ain AS much Keaton to nope, 
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as there is Occaſion to fear; and the longer 
the Ballance of Strength continues, the longer 
will they be able to prolong their Wars and 
Quarrels. 

On the contrary, in the Union of Europe 
we can no longer ſuppoſe two oppoſite Parties 
with a Ballance or Equality of Strength: And 
as among the United Powers there is no longer 
but one general View and Deſign, which 1; 
that of preſerving the precious Treaſure of 
Peace; ſo there is only one Party, all their 
Forces being united and levelled at one Point, 
inſomuch that no Prince can take it into his 
Head to give any Diſturbance to the public 
Tranquillity ; and if there ſhould happen to 
be any one ſo ſtupid and mad, it would be im- 
poſſible for the War to continue fo long as 
two Years, becauſe, far from ſuppoſing a Bal- 
lance of Forces, all but one would be employ'd 
in reducing and chaſtiſing that ſingle one, 
which, in ſuch a Caſe, muſt be evidently ſup- 
poſed to be in a State of Inequality, Thus 
tis this great Inequality of the Union's Strength, 
compared to that of one or two more Members, 
and this great Diſtance from any thing of a Bal- 
lance, which alone is able to communicate an 
unchangeable Conſiſtency to the Union, and to 
Peace a ſolid Durability. 

Let us but conſult Experience, and look 
back into the Tranſactions of the two laſt 
Centuries, and there ſee what has happened in 
the Ballance- Syſtem. Let us but peruſe the 
Hiſtory of Europe, and we ſhall meet with 


nothing but perpetual Jars and Wars. Such 
| are 
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are the Effects of this favourite Ballance of 
Power. Now, 1s it not natural to ſuppoſe, 
that the like Cauſe will always produce the 
like Effect? And is it not manifeſt, that in the 
Ballance-Syſtem no Government can be ſecure, 
without holding continually a drawn Sword in 
Hand, nor enjoy its Liberty, but at the Ex- 


pence of its Repoſe ! 


II. The Union-Syſtem is a ſure Preſervative 
againſt the Diſaſters of Civil War in theſe 
Countries which ſhall embrace the Union, where 
as the Ballance Syſtem mazes no manner of Pro- 
viſion againſt ſuch Misfortunes, Tis certain 
that the whole Expectation of weaker Princes 
from the Effect of an Equilibrium between the 


ſtronger Powers, amounts to no more than 


the Preſervation of their own Dominions a- 
gainſt the ambitiousViews of each of theſe great 
Powers; and that they don't promiſe themſelves, 
from this Syſtem, to be preſerv'd from Infurrec- 
tions, Revolts and Civil Wars, Now we ſee, 
on the contrary, that one of the moſt impor- 
tant Effects of the Union, is, to preſerve infal- 
libly both weaker and mightier States from all 
Inſurrections and Revolutions. For as ſoon as 
it is made public, that whoſoever (excepting 
the Sovereign) in this Caſe takes up Arms, ſhall 
be declared an Enemy to the Union, there is 
then no Poſſibility of an Inſurrection's being 
conducted by Heads or Leaders of any Diſ- 
tinction or Conſequence, and of Courſe ſuch 
an Inſurrection either will not take Place, or 
will fall and diſperſe of itſelf. Civil War is, 
in the Opinion of all wiſe Men, the heavieſt 
and moſt dreadful Scourge that God can inflict 
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upon a Nation. Germany, France, England, 
Flanders, and almoſt all the Countries in 
Europe, have felt the diſmal Effects of it, which, 
had this general Union formerly taken Place, 
would have never happened. 

III. 1: 7s a compleat Security for the Pre- 


ſervation of each Government, whereas the 


Ballance-Syſlem is but a very imperfect Security. 
We have obſerved already, that the Ballance of 
Power cannot prevent Princes from going to 
War. Now 'tis evident, that the Fate of 
Arms is very uncertain, The Eſtabliſhment of a 
Ballance of Power in Europe has been attended 
with the Expence of the Lives of an infinite 
Number of Men, and of immenſe Sums to the 
Engliſb and the Dutch, and the other Allies of 
the Houſe of Auſ{ria : And yet it is very poſlible 
for one Houſe to become weaker than another 
by Misfortunes, or by a weak Adminiſtration, 
whilſt its Rival thrives by quite contrary Mea- 
tures. May not what has once happened come 
to paſs again? Let us but recal to Mind the 
formidable Power of the Houſe of Auſtria un- 
der Charles V. and eſpecially of the Spaniſh 
Branch in the Commencement of his Son Pi- 
lip the Second's Reign. No one acquainted 
with Hiftory can be ignorant that this Branch 
alone was at that Period of Time more power- 


ful than the Houſe of France. Nevertheleſs, 


in #he Space of twenty-ſix Years, this very 
great Branch, weakened by Male-Adminiſtra- 
tions, came to fall ſhort of the eighth Part of the 
Power of the Houſe of France. Nothing there- 
fore is more unconſtant than this very Ballance, 
and nothing more difficult to be * 
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The Ballance of two Houſes can onl 
be maintained by the Ballance of their Allies. 
Now who can be ſure, that one Houſe may 
not contrive Ways and Means to procure more 

owerſul Allies than another? Thus the whole 
15 liable to a vaſt deal of Uncertainty ; and 
conſequently any Security therefrom, far from 
being ſufficient, is very inſignificant. If one 
Houſe becometh ſtronger, and the other 
weaker, and their Neighbours happen them- 
ſelves to be involv'd in War, who is then to 
{kreen the Weaker from the Oppreſſion of the 
Stronger? 

The preſent War ſurniſhes us with Inſtances, 
that the weaker Princes are oftentimes work'd 
upon by preſent and ſpecious Advantages, or 
by Paſſions of Jealouſy and Revenge, to con- 
clude Alliances with the Strongeſt, contrary 
to their own true and ſolid Intereſts, We are 
ſenſible, that Paſſions. are apt to miſlead our 
Conduct, and Miſmanagements thus enſuing 
may go a great way towards diſſolving, or may 


even actually diſſolve the Equilibrium; from 


whence ariſeth another very great Source of 
Uncettainty. 

But if we ſhould even deduct from the Se- 
curity which may be expected from the Bal- 
lance-Syſtem, all the Uncertainties whereon its 


Effect is founded, we ſhall notwithſtanding ſtill 


find, that not only it does not guard againſt 
civil or foreign Wars, but that even with re- 
gard to the Preſervation of Governmgats in 
their full and entire Rights, it has nothing in 


it ſolid enough to afford a ſufficient Security to 


thoſe who have the leaſt Infight into Fu- 


turity. 6 2 | On 
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On the contrary, the Syſtem of 4 General 

Union of Europe is liable to none of theſe Ex- 

ceptions ; as its Solidity hath no Dependence 
on the Hazards of War; War in this Hypo- 
theſis being impoſſible. There is no Occaſion 
to apprehend any Danger from any Houſe, or 
Power being weakened, becauſe the Forces 
of the Union cannot be thereby impaired ; and 

beſides, naturally ſpeaking, ſome Members muſt 
derive Strength from the weakening of others; 
thus in whatſoever manner the Auſtrian Do- 
minions may happen to be governed hereafter, 
the Strength thereof muſt always remain for 
the Security of the Union. 

IV. It is perfect Security for the Conti- 
nuation of Commerce, «whereas the Ballance- 
Syſtem rather favours its Interruption. For 
we have already ſeen, that the Ballance, far 
from being a Preſervative againſt Wars, rather 
contributes to increaſe their Number and Du- 
ration, when perfect; and if imperfect, the 
weaker Princes, who follow this Syſtem, have 
leſs Security therefrom for the Preſcrvation of 
their Dominions. Thus this Syſtem applies 
no Remedy to the Interruption of Commerce, 
waich is a neceflary Conſequence of War; 
whereas in the Union-Syſtem, wherein Wars 
are impoſſible, or at leaſt very rare, and cer- 
tziniy of a ſhort Duration, and between a 
ſmall Number of Princes, Trade can be very 
little, or hardly ever interrupted, 

V. Jig lefs.drfficult and a ſinaller Expence 
to eſtabliſh and ſupport the Union, than to com- 
paſs and maintain a Ballance of Power. In 
order to be convinced of the Truth of this 

Propoſition, 
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Propoſition, we have only to caſt our Eyes on 
the immenſe Expences which Europe has been 
at during theſe two laſt Centuries, and eſpe- 
cially ſince the Deceaſe of the Emperor Charles 
the Sixth, on purpoſe to eſtabliſh and ſupport 
this Idol, to which ſo many Nations make 
ſo laviſh and unuſeful a Sacrifice of their Wealth 
and of the Lives of their Subjects. We have 
only to reflect on how much more it may 
coſt ſtill, before a Peace can be concluded, 
and we ſhall find, that this Wealth amounts 
to four times more than the whole Stock of 
all the Revenues of Europe; and thus Europe 
would have been four times richer than it 1s, 
if ſhe had purſued the Union-Syſtem long time 
ſince, inſtead of aiming at nothing more than the 
Ballance of Power. And if this Union does 
not take Place, what a diſmal Scene it is, to 
conſider the enormous Expence which muſt 
attend the Purſuit of two Centuries more, 
ether in maintaining, or re-eſtabliſhing this 
Equilibrium! ; | 

But on the Reverſe, what will be the Ex- 
pence of eſtabliſhing and ſupporting the 
Union? To eſtabliſh it, next to nothing, ex- 
cept the Reſtitution of ſome unjuſt and un- 
kttled Conqueſts ; and but a Trifle to ſupport 
it, in Compariſon to the immenſe Expences 
attending War, Thus, methinks, enough hath 
been advanced to clear up the Matter. Let 
the Reader now impartially give his Judgment 
and Opinion betwixt the two Syſtems. 'Tis 
true, the Union-Syſtem hath not hitherto ap- 
peared in a Point of Light, to make it regarded 
* 4 Thing feaſible ; but we have made it ap- 

pear, 
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pear, that it is a Scheme very eaſy to be put 
in Execution, as ſoon as the ſeveral Princes 
concerned are willing to ſign and execute the 
Treaty, than which there can never be a more 
advantageous one propoſed both for themſelves 
and their Families. 

Tis time for me now to anſwer the Objec- 
tions of thoſe, who labour under ſuch exceſſive 
Apprehenſions from the Power of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, imagining that ſhe would be e- 
qually as powerful, even after the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Union, as the reſt of Europe 
united, eſpecially upon Suppoſition ſhe could 
ſpare time to ſettle and redreſs her Affairs; and 
therefore that even in the Union-Syſtem there 
could be no ſufficient Security, 

Tis obvious to any Perſon of common Un- 
derſtanding, that the Strength of the Engli/h, 
the Dutch, and their Allies, is at preſent equal 
at leaſt to that of the Houſe of Bourbon. If 
the Forces of the Allies were to be employed 
againſt France alone, and if they ſhould make 
the ſame Efforts for their own Preſervation, as 
this Houſe makes for their Deſtruction, 'tis 
unconteſtable, that their Forces would be much 
{uperior to hers, The Germanic Body is ca- 
pable of exerting itſelf much more than 1t 
does, and of furniſhing much larger than the 
ordinary Contingents, were the Caſe only to 
defend themſelves againſt the Invaſions or At- 
tacks of the Houſe of France; and' ſeveral 
German Princes, were they menaced with be- 
ing attacked in their own Territories by the 
French, might maintain double the Number 


df Troops of what they have on Foot 5 
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ſent. The Engliſh and the Dutch are con- 
ſcious themſelves, that they do not exert them- 
ſelves in the preſent War, not the third Part, 
as much as they would do, were they obliged 
to repel the Attacks of an inſulting Invader; 
the Fear of Deſtruction being a much ſtronger 
Incentive to Action, than the Expectation of 
Conqueſt, Now in the Union-Syſtem the 
Caſe lies all in Self-Defence, fo that a general 
League would be a ſufficient Security againſt 
the Houſe of France, in caſe ſhe entertained 
any Ideas of Conqueſt. There is therefore 
no manner of Foundation for thinking her 
formidable, as if ſhe were able to attack Eu- 
rope with any Probability of Succeſs, after the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Union, In that Caſe the 
Allies would not only have more Strength, 
but they would likewiſe be much cloſer united 
than they are at preſent. But what if we 
ſhould ſtill augment their Numbers with the 
Addition of ſome other Powers, ſuch as Swe- 
den, Denmark, Swiſſerland, Venice, Genoa, 
and other States of Italy: Might not the Poles 
keep a Body of 30,000 Men upon the Rhine 
for the Common Cauſe? And ſuppoſing that the 
Court of Ruſſia maintained there the like Num- 
ber, what would the Efforts of France avail, 
eſpecially if her Trade ſhould be diſturbed in 
the Mediterranean by the Moors and Algerines, 
and the Grand Allies? | 
do not deny but that France may repair 
her Forces, but cannot the Allies at the ſame 
tune purſue the ſame Method? with this Dif- 
ference, that they are much leſs exhauſted, and 
the Maritime Powers carry on a much more 
extenſive 
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extenſive Commerce, their Force might be 
ſooner . repaired than that of France, Such 
would, be the Speriority of the Union ove 
the Houle of France, even upon a Suppoſition 
that France were not entirely diſarmed. 
Her Notion of Univerſal Monarchy and of 
ſubduing Europe is quite chimerical, . which 


muſt certainly terminate in the Deſtruction of 


the Houſe of Baur hon. The Union ſubtract 
nothing from the Allies, the Enemies of the 
Houſe of France; and in their preſent Si- 
tuation they are much ſuperior, and their 
Strength is avgmented/ ſundey Ways, while | 
that of France duninifheth. The Ballance will 
therefore incline, always on the Allies Side. 
But what if we ſhould add ta theſe Allies fill 
a double Force, by the Acceſſion of other. 
Powers? Then a double Augmentation cannot 
fail producing an infallible Effect, as it will 
be certain and unqùeſtionabſe, that a double 
Force will be always ſuperior to a fingle one; 
for public Tranquility 
2 = 2 greater Security 1 than 
this, which may be. juſtly regarded as an ix- 
f Selen as the Members of 
the Union will look upon themſelves as unca- 
pable of going to War, anleſs it be againſt the 
common Enemy, of Courſe they can enter- 
tain no Jealouſy or N of one another, 
| an equal Ardour and 
Emulation to their mutual and common De- 
fence, as being all Members conſtituting one 
great and public Body. 2 
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